The rigors and rewards of clinical evaluation in an alliance of academic health systems.
The University HealthSystem Consortium (UHC), a 70-member alliance of academic health centers, was established in 1984 to help its members improve clinical practice and to strengthen their competitive position in the health care market. This article describes the programs of the UHC's Clinical Practice Advancement Center and its progress to date in promoting strategies to control cost, demonstrate value, and improve health care quality.